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A SERMON, 


Desgned te exhibit the deleterious consequences re 


' 


| 


The following particulars seem to require our atten- 
tion :—1. Peter had seen and heard enough to convince 
him of the divine power and authority of Jesus Christ. 
2. He had seen nothing either in his precepts or ex- 


| amples, that was calculated to excite a suspicion that 


sultivg from a want of faith inthe divine promises { 


of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Delivered at Au- 


burn, vn the second Sulbathef Nov. 1827. 
Matt. KIV.31.—"O thou of lillle faith, wherefore 
didst thou doubt ?” 


Christ was insincere. 3, He had ne reason to withhold 
the utmest confidence in his divine Lord, 4. His ap- 
parent want of faith arose from the weakness of man, 


and not from any real defect in the Son of God. 35. 


| This want of faith, or confidence, did not alter the 
gracious and benevolent intentions of Jesus, but never- 


These words, as will be recollected, were originally | 


addressed by our divine Lord, to Peter. Tho occa- 
sion was this: Christ, who had constrained his disei- 
ples to repair into a vessel, while he retired into a 
mountain to pray, during the prevalence of adverse 
winds, and at a time when the vessel] was tossed with 
the waves, appeared to them, walking on the sea,— 
When the disciples saw him appreaching them, about 
the fourth watch of the night, and in that peculiar 
manner, they were troubled, and exclaimed—* // is 
« spirit /” But, Jesus addressed them with his usua! 
kindness of expression—* Be of good cheer; tt is I!” 
Peter, who, though sometimes hasty aud inconsiderate, 
was nevertheless strovgly attached to his divine Mas- 
ter, being anxious, perhaps, to testify his love end 
affection for the Lord Jesas, answered him and said, 
“ Lord, if it be thou, bid me to come unto thee on 


the water. And he said, Come.”” And when Peter was | 


come down out of the vessel he walked on the water, 
togo to Jesus. But, when he saw the wind boisterous 
he was sore afraid; und beginning to sink, he cried 
saying, “Lord, save me !” And immediately Jesus 
stretched out his helping hand, and caught him, aud 
said unto him, in the language of our text, “ O ¢hou 


of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?” 


Peter, th 
ordinary if 
striking evidences of the power and divinity of the 
Son of God; and did not seem to doubt that in him 
he beheld the promised Messiah. He had, during the 
day prévious, fed upon the five loaves and two sinali 
fishes, which, by the exertion of the providentiai 
power of Jesus, had been made tu supply the return- 
ing wants of the multitude; and he had, on various 
occasions, beheld such incontestible evidences of the 
divine authority of the Son of God, that it would 
seem impossible that he should refuse to give cre- 
But, the circumstance 


h favoured of God, was subject to the 


hities of man. He had witnessed the 


dence to the great Teacher. 





heless operated to the detriment of the doubting dis- 

ciple. These five particulars will, | hope, lead us to 
some profitable reflections upon the present condition 
of mankind. 

1. That God who delightettiin mercy, has left nd- 
thing undone that could be wanted to convince his 
rational offsprit.g, «f his universal love, and unchang- 
All Nature cries aloud, that. Lovge 
constitutes tie distinguishing attribute of “Him with 


ing goodness. 
whom we have to do:” His Providence unfolds his 
benevolence, und testifies his parental kindness ;— 
Vhile the volume of divine truth declares throughout, 
that he is good unto ail. 

Man, fee:ing within himself a latent desire for im- 
mortality, seeks for some testimony that shall cause 
his desires to ripen inte hope. Opening the sacred 
depository of unerring truth, he finds the precious 
assurance that it is brought to light in the gospel! 
Feeling, yet, an aching void w.thin him, he seeks te 
know that this state of immortality is to be a heppy 
His inquiries are directed to God: he finds that 
the Ef@rnal holds the reins of universal domimion ;— 


une. 


cbat all worlds and systems of worlds are subject te 
his control ; thar all beings and things are compelled 
tu yield obedience to the omnifick energies of his word; 
that all things are dependent upon him for life, and 
breath, and the ability to act; that he foresaw the 
end from the beginning, and had wisdom to guard 
his universal realm against any unfavourable contin- 
gency; that his purpese has ever been to redeem from 
in the great family of inteiligencies; that his will 
was ever the same; that be Joeth his Will in -the ar. 
mies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; that he pervades the wide expanded universe ; 
that he fills earth, and air, and seas, and skies; that if 
we take the wings of the morning and fly to the utter- 
most ends of the earth, eas there; that if we ascend 
up into heaven, he is there; that if. we make our bed 


under consideration, was, no doubt, designed to test | in hell, he is there; that God is the only potentate, 


his faith in the Redeemer, and show this sanguine dis- 
ciple the utility of knowledge, as well as zeal. 


the only God, the only Saviour, the only, but all-suffi- 
cient Redeemer!! These considerations awaken in 
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the heart emotions of gratitude and fan into a flame of 
Tove the nobler energies of the soul, While contem- 
plating the works of Creation we desire to see more of 
the vast expanse, and the enraptured mortal longs to 
take his flight among the stars! Beholding the works 
‘of Pwovidence, he aspires to know the God that reigns 
in righteousness ! “Reading the words of eternal life, 
‘he soul longs (o partake its joys! All earth and hea- 
“yen conspire to elevate our hopes, and nought but 
hell would take them from us! 

But what grounds have we on which to predicate 
such blissful desires and expectations? Gop HATH 
epoxEN! The lofiy battlements of heaven bave 
resounded with the song of “Glory to God in the 
highest--on ecrth peace, good will towards men!” 
Jehovah hath spoken by the mouths of all his hoty 
Prophets.ever since the world began. Jcsus, at the 
appointed time, appeared to seal the covenant and 

make the promise sure. He sent forth his ambassa- 
, dors to proclaim the tirsful intelligeace—sanctioned 
their labours of love by his spiritual visitations— 
broke the sceptre of despotism—proclaimed liberty to 
captive sinners, recovery of sight to the blind, and 
‘declared the aceeptable year of the Lord! “O thou 
of litle faith, wherefore didst thou doubt !” 

2. While we h before us these imperishable 
evidences of God’s benignity and love, there is nothing 
Ao impeach the divine testimony, or jeopardize our 
salvation. 

Admit the personality and all the boasted powers 
of the devil—suppose, if you please, that his head is 
like that of the Leviathan—that his horns are like the 
pyramids of Egypt—that his eyes are like two blazing 
omets—that his body is like that of the Mammoth— 
‘and that, with his tail, he can draw from’their stations 
a third part of the stars of heaven ;—admit that all 
his powers are directed against the purposes of the 
Eternal, and that his cunning exceeds—itself;—does 
it follow, that 2 soul will be eternally lost, when God 
the Lord stands at the helm of universal government 
and wields the immortal destinies of all his creatures? 

Admit that man has liberty to act, and that ‘the 
creature in tho exercise of this liberty, outraf¥es rea- 
gon, and violates the laws of heaven ;—does it follow 
that this will rener nugatory the fiat of Omnipoteuce, 
aE destroy the councils of infinite wisdom ? 

Admit that Adam sinned, and that by his disobedi- 
enee all nature became corrupt—admit, if you please, 
thet the tender infant, while smiling in the fond arms 
of its mother, would dethrone its Creator, and hur!) a 
mniverse to hell ;—does it follow, that He who spake 
and it was done—who commanded an | it stood fast-— 
that He, who murked, with the finger of his power, the 
trackless course of revolving worlds, will saffer such 
depravity to destroy his purposes of Grace? 

But, turn for a moment toa consideration of the 
ministry of Christ ; call tomind his life of humility ; 
oe, precepts; his examples; his compassion ; his puri- 

5, hile dying prayer for his murdeiers; his heroick 

; his triumphant resurrection; his glorious as- 
Cension : the comforts communicated by the out-pour- 
ings of tis holy spirit; and sce what there is in all 











this, to weah our affection irom God, or wea ken our 


confidence in his Son! 

But let us not stop here. 
mony relative to the objcet of his ministrations of Love. 
He was called. Jesus because he should save his peo- 
ple from their sins—the Father loved the Son, and 
gave all things mio his hands—Ged covevanteT to 


Examine the sacred testi- 


give him the heathen fer his inheritagee and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possessioh—he was pro- 
claimed “the Lamb,ot God who. taketh away the sin 
of the world”—io this end he became the propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world—he gave himself a 
ransom for ail—he died to redeem us from all iniquity 
—he took part pf flesh and blood that through death 
he might destroy death and him that had the power of 
death i. e, the devil—he came, as it was written in 
the volume of the book, to do the will of Gocd!! *O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?” 

8. It is hardly nee@ssary to remark, that there is no 
reason why we should withhold the fullest confidence 
in the power, wisdom, mercy, goodness, and impurtia- 
lity of God. For, he has the wisdom to contrive, the 
disposition to effect, and the power to perform the 
grand scheme of a world’s redemption ; and he is with- 
out partiality, and without hypocrisy. What reason, 
then, have we to distrust the protestations of his love ; 
or what ground bave we for denying the yalidity of 
hisoath ? Hath hesworn and will he pot perform ? 
Are his determinations left to rest upon uncertainties ? 
Is the way of man within himself? Can he lose his 
own soul ? 

4. But, notwithstanding the testimeny to the fore- 
goitig effect is plain, and within the compass of every 
man’s knowledge, there are thousands who doubl.— 
Yet, it must be confessed, that these doubts originate 
rather in the weakneas of man, than in conséquence of 
any embiguity in the divine testimony. Could we 
see the great object with the Deity in permitting tem- 
porary evils to’ exist; or could we comprehend the 
motives which must actuate Almighty Benevolence, 
we should then, no doubt, be satisfied, and rely with 
holy confidenve upon his word, 

But we are too apt tomake to ourselves a God pos- 
sessed of all the passions incident to man. Feeling a 
spirit of malignity rankling within our own bosoms, 
we are prone to impute the same emotions to God. 
This was the besetting sin of ancient Idfjfiel; and mo- 
dern Christians seem to follow their Ples. And 
if we, in this enlightened age, are guilfy ‘of this"de- 
structive fault, itis no mitigation of the offence, to 
plead that suints, in former times, have set the exam- 
ple. ” 

When we duly consider (he infirmities of mankind, 
we are prepared to exercise charity towards all who 
are so unfortunate as to fear and tremble before a God 
of implacable cruelty. it is rather ea misfortune than 
a fault, to be thus sorely afraid ; and so we ought ra- 
ther to pity than despise the subjects of such dreadful 
forebodings as are experienced by those who doubt 
the verity and stability of God's promises, 

To an erroneous edueation we may uttribite many 
of those fears and doubts, which destroy the peace and 
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confidence of God’s children, Their minds, having 
been impressed during the tender years of infancy dnd 
childhood, with those frightful tales of the nursery 
which conjure up a thousaud frightiul phantoms im the 
imagination, retuin those impressions to the lasting 
detriment of their peace. Hence, if 1 may stop to 
moralize, 1 would entreat you, to keep your children 
in the dand of realities, aud not to suffer their miuds 
to be filled with phantoms and fictitious woes,and * wild 
perplexities.” 

5. But, however seriously our doubts may affect 
our present happiness, we have the consolation of 
knowing that they cannot frustrate the benevolent 
purposes of God, nor reuder of none effect his gracious 
promises, This fact should be kept constantly in view 
by the honest inquirer after truth; for he who ima- 
gines, that any proposition can be made true by be- 
lieving it so, is in a situation to be the dupe of every 
pretender to knowledge, aud the victim of his own 
folly. All the purposes of God; all that he has done 
for us; and all that infinite mercy can do, will be per 
formed. And although it has been wisely ordained, 
that our faith shali be the gheans of promoting our 
happiness here on eayth, and the want of it the source 
of our worst sufferings; yet neither the one, nor the 
other, can affect, either directly, or indirectly, those 
determinstions of God, which secure our u/timate ha p- 
Piness. This fact appears too plain to require proof 
or argument. ; 

Having attended to these five particulars, we are 
prepare’ for a consideration of other faets, to be drawn 
from our subject. 

I assume, az a general proposition, the fact, that 
mankind dowhi in proportion to their want of fuith.— 
lence it wus said to Peter, *O, thou of diltle faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt?” Observe ;—he was not 
accused of no faith at all ;—he had a little faith, and 
doubted much ;—whereas, if he had had much faith, 
he would have doubted but iittle—and if his faith had 
heen full, firm, and well founded, he would not Rave 
doubted at all! 

Our world is full of instances of a similar kind, and 
one would almost think, that doubting had become the 
order of theday! I shall, therefore, in the farther ex- 
ercise of your Christian patience, attempt a classifica- 
tion of persons of this discription, and undertake to 
point out the various causes which conspire to excite 
an unreasonable apprehensiveness in fhe minds of man- 
kind, 

These doubters are comprehcnded, in general terms, 
in ttvo classes ;—1. Those who doubt the authenticity 
of the scriptures, and the utility of revealed religion 

altogether ;—2. Those who admit the authenticity of 
thescriptures, but at the same time deny the testimo- 
ny of all God’s huly prophets, i.e. the restitution ot 
all things. 

1. ‘Those who doubt the authenticity of the scrip- 
tures, andthe utility of revealed religion, ; 

Persons of thisdiscription make great pretensions 
to reasun aud consistency. They reject the bible, be- 
cause, forsootli, it does not exactly correspond with the 
dictates of teason and philosophy! But these reasona- 
dle pérsons (and I deny thern not the appellation) seem 
to be the most unreasonable of a!l men in some things 
of vital consequence. ‘Take for example the grounds 
on which they reject the scriptures. | venture to say, 
that in nine exses out of ten, those who fling away the 
bible, do it without a careful examination ; and if 
they have examined it atjall, it was by the flickering 
light of poor, expiring orthodoxy: Thus, a book, 

which for 1800 years has been held sacred—which 
during the lapse of ages, has stood the test of scrutiny, 
a proud monument oj its own correc ness and heaven- 
ly origin—which has afforded unspeakable joy to the 
mourner—which has borne the tidings of peace to the 





produced hope, expanded desire, excited love, ana 
caused gratitude to spring up in the heart ; this book, 
I say, 1s discarded without examination, by those whe 
cal] themselves Fea-onable beings ! 

But, say these persons, the bible teaches that God is 
a changeable, hating, wrathfal being—that,he became 
inceused against his offspring, and, to satisfy himself, 
he vented his malignity ugainst his only-begotten Son, 


| who had never done‘an evil act,—that he made a hell 


of ceaseless misery, in which to burn his children—that 
although an infinite sacrifice was made to procure his 
favour for all, but a part will enjoy it: 19 short, its 
own statements are contradictory; therefore we reject 
i! But to all who would urge these objections, we 
would say, have an eye upon these matters, for in the 
language of kinduess we declare—the bible teaches no 
such thing. 

Many set at nought the sacred scriptures, because a 
corrupt system of theology has blended the darkness 
of paganism with the light of Christianity, 2nd made 
the “lively oracles” to Speak a language which rea- 
son condemns, and philosophy disproves. But the time 
has arrived when there aré men found ready to defend 
the bible against the arguments of unbelievers, by 
showing that it';comports with the reason and fitness of 
things. Stripping it of those unseemly appendages 
which have been affixed to it by a bigotied priesthood ; 
we present it before you in its native purity ‘and pris- 
tine loveliness. It confirms the language of Nature, 
by teaching us there is a God; i afolds the blissful 
tidings of eterna. life; it records Me sufferings of the 
* Man approved of God;” it tells of salvation; it 
preachés peace ; it yields the healing balm of-life; :t 
enlivens our social affections; it drives despondency 
trom the dwellings of the alilicted ; it wipes away the 
falling tear ; #¢ cheers the dying hour! “O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst tiou doubt?” 

Mankind, if I rightly jadge, are naturally religions 
beings. This proposition 1s sustained by all experi- 
ence, and confirmed by both sacred and profane histo- 
ry. Perhaps I go too far in saying that man is naturally 
so :—But the fact is quite evident, thai men are uni- 
versally religious beings. Now, this being the case, it 
is of the first importance that the best kind of religion 
should be encouraged. Well, then, ye doubting un- 
believers, will you make aselection? Perhaps the 
religion of Nature is considered the best. If so, ours 
is that religion! Do they tell us to worship One God? 
Our answer is, we do worship One, and only one 
God. Do they demand a religion of peace? Our 
religion is peace! Do they want an equalizing reli- 
gion?. Ours is equalizing! Do they want a religion 
calculated to excite charity and good feelings? Ours 
is that religion—it expands the tender affections of the 
soul to earth’s remotest bounds! Do they want ea 
religion of Love? Ours is that religion !! 

Those, therefore, who doubt the authenticity and 
utility of revealed religion, are affectionately entreat~- 
ed to Gxamine with candid attention, the sacred scrip- 
tres, for themselves, and after they have become satis~ 
fied of their truth, to take up the ennobling principles 
of divine Benevolence, and see if they do not harmon¢ 
ize with all that is consistent and goodin the wide 
creation: See if the gospei we protess does not harv 
monize with the perfections of God— with his mogal 
government—-with the happiness of mankind—with 
the genius and spirit of our republican institutions—< 
and with the nature of the human family! If it be 

found congenial with all these things, charge no we 
upon the Christian religion the dogmas of mea; but 
take it as it is—as Gad made it; as Jesus proclaimed 
it--a holy gift to man, more precious than the goid of 
Ophir, more desirable then all thé riches of the East; 
and more satisfactory to the soul than .all the honours 
of this poor; doubling world. . 

It will be-perceived, by the attentive hearer, that 





disconsolate—which has been the poor man’s solace, 


the widow’s portion, the orphan’s legucyy—which has | 





one renson Why so many have rejected the spered 
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tures, is on account of the erroneous and absurd con- 
structions put upon them by popular religionists.— 
Another cause of infidelity is the protestations, ac- 
knowledgments and conduct of professing Christians. 
| am led, therefore, as proposed, to speak of the other 
class of doubters. 

(Concluded next weck.) 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

TO THE PUBLICK. 

As a letter, a short time since, from Mr. 
Badger, appeared in the Advocate, addressed 
tome, .contradicting some statements made in 
my letter, I will just notify the readers of the 
Advocate, that they need labour under no 
apprehensions, that Mr. B. is more sound:in 
his statements than before. This will be shown 
in due time. . But as Mr B. has promised to 
publish his reasons against Universalism * in 
their native simplicity, together with the ar- 
guments addaced in his discourse for their 
support,” we wish te see them “ forthcoming.” 
I wish not a moment’s delay There has been 
+* cavilling” enotgh = Let the strong reasuns 
come, and their defeace. Ax it may be clearly 
seen, that Mr. B. has teen evading the sub 
ject, I will omit noticing his second letter, till 
his reasons and erguments against Universal- 
ism be published. Should any one demand 
the propriety of this course, | reply, i is to 
remove any farther obstacles out of Mr. Bad- 


ment he seems to delight in, viz. contradict- 
ing, )that he may come to the work tae pies! 
are looking far, W i REESE, 
West- Bloomfield, Dec. 1 1827, 
REPS 
POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION. 


Mr. Editor— 

As I have heretofore suggested a plan, for 
the organization of the Convention, which I 
consider less objectionable than that of the 
existing Convention ; I now proceed to offer 
some arguments, in favour of establishing and 
sustaining a Convention duly organized. After 
all that has been said, relative to this subject, 
perhaps some of your readers may not per 
ceive any wtility in the formation of sucha 
body, in addition to the associations which 
already exist. I believe nothing on this point 
has ever been presented to them, through the 
medium of the Advocate. I therefore trust 
they will cheerfully give the subject suitable 
attention. 

1.. What are the reasons which induce indi 
viduals to form into religious societies ? These 
reasons result frém the social capacity of our 
moral and intellectual nature, and from the 
genius of the gospel of Christ, which recog- 
nizes this capacity. Man can believe and obey 
the gospel in an individual capacity; but in 
this capacity alone, who does not perceive that 


See Ce ee 





Wer’s way, (or to take from him the employ- | such 


‘Eta | and maintain it. 


he is a being, weak and comparatively misera- 
ble? Who does not see that, the requisition 
of the gospel, contained in the following 
words, ‘thou shalt love thv neighbour as 
thyself,” calls into exercise our social powers? 
Mankind are prompted to associate, by the 
weaknesses, wants and sympathies of a com- 
mon nature—by the genius and requirements 
of the gospel. Im connexion. with those by 
whom we are surrounded, when governed by 
suitable regulations and influenced by proper 
feelings, we give and receive instruction, edi- 
fication and comfort—we unite our strength, 
means and influence in support of a common 
cause. None can reasonably deny that such 
union possesses Vast advantages over individu- 
al exertions. 

2. When: several societies, professing the 
same faith, exist in tie vicinity of each other, 
the social principle is extended by the forma- 
tion of an association. But why cannot sucli 
societies stand aloof from each other? They 
can; but not with equal advantages, either to 
themselves, or the cause in which they are 
mutually engaged. Although some evils may 
grow out of such association, when the organi- 
zation is defective, or when unruly minds and 
unfriendly tempers sway its councils; yet it is 
vain to pretend that the abuse of a thing fur- 
nishes an argument of any weight against its 
proper use. In general, the adrantayes of 
connexion overbalance the evils, and 
thereby afford a rational inducement to form 
These arguments are gene- 
rusty admitted, both jn theory and practice, by 
Universalists, as wellas others 

3 I now come directly to the subject of the 
Convention. ‘The God of all grace has pros- 
pered the doctrine of Universalism to such a 
degree, that eight associations now exist in 
this state. Each of these asscciations forms 
an independent body ; but without a Conven- 
tion, they are unconnected, except incidental- 
ly ; they are comparatively unacquainted with 
each other’s moral condition; they are unabie 
most efficiently to co-operate in a cause, dear 
to all their hearts; they present the spectacle 
of a numerous denomination neglecting to 
extend the social principle and the general 
benefits of their cause, to the utmost limits of 
their ability. I have noticed but few of the 
arguments, which may be used in support of 
the cultivation and improversent of the social 
capacity of human nature. But I think I 
have said enough to show the importance of 
that capacity. And it is evident that all the 
principal arguments, which can be used in 
favour of the establishment of a society, or an 
association, will apply with equal force, to the 
establishment of a Convention; forthe latter 
would be but the further extension of the 
same principle, for the same reasons, and with 
the same objects in view. It can not, with 
any propriety, be pretended that the formation 
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of a Convention, according to the plan i have 
exhibitted, would be dangerous ; uniess it be 
admitted that our associations are still more 
dangerous, But perhaps it may be said, can- 
not the associations have as much intercourse 
and connexion as. they please, by sending 
delegates to each other, without such a body 
asthe Convention? i reply, in order for them 
to have a connexion in this manner, possessing 
any thing like the advantages derivable from 
the Convention, each association would be 
obliged annually to appoint seccn delegations, 
to effect only a part of those purposes, which 
might be accomplished by one annual delega- 
tion from each association; and some of those 
delegations would probably be ander the ne- | 
cessity of travelling more than 300 miles. I 
have said, to effect only a part of those purpo- 
ses, &c. this is plain from the obvious fact, 
that witheut a Convention, our friends and 
the world must be deprived of all those bene- 
fits which would result from the session and 
publick worship cf such a body. 1 now think 
of but one more objection, which can have 
much weight; i. e. the impracticability of the 
measure, It may be supposed that though 
the utility and importance of a common bond 
of counexion be admitted, yet the establish 


meat of a Convention duly organized, will be | 


attended with difficulty. 1. Because of the 
great disaffection that prevails against the ex- 
isting Convention, on account of the imper- 
fection of its organization. 2. Because of the 
great distance which some delegations would 
have to travelto attend it. With regard to 
the first cause of difficulty, [ remark, oar 
brethren surely must be above the influence of 
that vulgar prejudice, which would transfer 
their disaffection against injudicious means for 
the accomplishment of an object, to those 
means which they would admit to be suitable 
and4psoper ; especially if the object be univer 
sully desirable. ‘The second cause of difficul- | 
ty, seems on the whole to furnish an argument | 
ja favour of the Convention For though the 





distafice to be travelled would, in some instan 
ces be censiderable; yet if the Convention | 
hold its sessions within one hundred miles of | 
the centre of the state, the distance to be tra 
velled would always be less than would be re- 
quired to effect the same purposes in any other 
mode. We may safely calculate that all con 
cerned, would willingly make the trifling sacri- 
fice, in this respect which would be required. 
Could all the associations be peaceably in- 
duced to enter voluntarily into the measure, 
they would doubtless experimentally find that 
‘¢ UNION IS STRENGTH’’— they would add lustre 
and consistency tothe cause of Universalism, 
and afford a most beautiful exemplification of | 
that all comprehensive charity, which flows | 
from Heaven’s infinite love. 
Yours affectionately, Pirr Monsr. 
Watertown, Dee. 14, 1227 


! been attained, our efforts mav cease. 








IMPARTIAL iNVESTIG ATOR. 


“UTICA MAGAZINE” ---CONCLUDED. 

Several years since some of our respected brethren 
in the ministry conceived a plan for a Convention in 
this state. It origitiated, no doubt, in the purest in- 
tentions—some of our oldest and most respected minis- 
ters were first in propo:ing the measure, among whom, 
were Brs. Stacy, Kaeeland, Underwood, and Smith.— 
Every person at ail acquainted with those brethron 





and their proverbial faithfulness in the vineyard of 
the Lord, must aceord to them the best of motives. 
They proposed to have the Convention consist of freo 
ininislers from-each Association in the state; and that 
it should be composed of “ ministers exclusively.” The 
constitution was drawn and adopted according to that 
plan. Afterwards, for reasons that .eed not be ex- 
plained, the constitution was so amended as to admit 
of five instead of to ministers from each Association, 
which yet constitutes the distinctive feature of the plan 
of government adopted ky what is called “ The Uni- 
versalist Convention of the State of New-York.” This 
plan was opposed by many of our brethren among 
whom we are proud of being reckoned. We o; posed 
it—not because the motives of its friends were thought 
to be bad—nor because we disliked their persons— 
nor because we were hostile to good government—mer 
because we wished to divide our order—nor because 
we had any sinister views to gratify; we did not op- 
pose the Convention on any of these grounds ; but we 
opposed it beeause we thought the plan of having a 
Convention composed “ EXCLUSIVELY OF MINISTERS” 
a bad one! In compliance with the requests of hun- 
dreds of our brethren, we opposed the ‘measure on 
that ground; until at length, to our astonishment, we 
learned that the friends of the Convention had actu- 
ally taken the measure of extending their patronage 
toa paper, the Utica Magazine, with a view of sup- 
porting, as we supposed, and as westill believe, the plan 
of the Convention. It is not necessary for us to state 
that the measure excited alarm in the minds of many. 


| It was considered an infringement upon the rights of 


others, and a measure directly calculated to excite 
suspicion of the rottenness of the cause which required 
the use of such means to sustain it. It was not until 
after we had been censured by one of the proprietors 
of the Magazine, for sending a copy of our peper into 
the county of Herkimer, that we formed the resolu- 
tion to do.all in our power towards an exposure of 
the above plan, Our readers need not be told, that 
the only ground on which we have thus far opposed 
the Convention is as above stated ; but in order effectu- 
ally to open the eyes of our brethren to the danger of 
the plan we have from time to time adverted 


a 
a 


adopting 
to its proceedings. 

Our object, as already stated, haying been to con- 
vince our brethren of the inexpediency of forming a 
Convention “exclusively of ministers,” it will readily 


| be perceived that whenever that object shall have 


We have wii- 


nessel the progres¢ of a change of sentiment on this 






















































406 


" subject with satisfaction, until the “consummation de- 
voutly to be hoped for” is brought about. Now, to 
the joy of many hearts, our brethren almost without 
an exception throughout the state are opposed to a 
Convention to be composed “ exclusively of minis- 
ters ;” and we have the pleasure of knowing, that even 
the original projectors of the plan, are now-convinced 
of the imperfection of it. All that is now wanted is a 
Convention to be composed of such delegates as the 
respective Associations shall in their wisdom see proper 
to appoint; and to such a measure we are, and have 
been, willing to assent, whenever, without coercion, 
our brethren generally express their desires to have | 
it so. 

Relative to the controversy between the editor of | 
the Magazine and ourself, we have only to say, that 
We are sustained in what we have said by the certifi- 
éates lnid before the publick ; and that we have never 
intended the controversy should become personal, and | 
regret it has resulted in so much asperity. We have 
written a lengthy reply to his two last articles, but on 
imature reflection, we consider his productions rather 
as the result of ignorance of the subjects on which he 
treats, and therefore pass them over without notice.— 
He appears unwittingly to have turned about, and be- 
come an advocate for the very principles, for which, 
during the three last years, we have strenuously con- 
tended. Although we have it in our power to rebut 
liis material accusations against us and our respected 
brethren whont he has assailed; yet we desist, and 
would advise them not to notice his aspersions. We 
shall therefore dismiss the subject, with this humble 
request, that if Br. Skinner continues his personal 
abuse, in his paper, he would not'send it to us in ex- 
change, as we are determined to forever let the mutter 
rest, unless a Convention to be composed “ exclusive- 
ly of ministers,” shall again be brought forward, when, 
if called upon by a sense of duty, we shall again enter 

EpiTor. 








tir solemn protest against it. 


WISCBLELANY. 


Svlar Microscope. —Of all the instruments 
ingenuity has contrived to aid ip developing 
the mysteries of nature, there is none, which, 
by its exhibitions, affords more instruction and 
amusement than the Solar Microscope. Ob- 
jects the most minute, are extended as if by 
magical power, to gigantic proportions and 
colossal size. All these litthe wretches which 
politeness forbids us.to suppose infest the 
heads or houses of any of our readers, when 
placed before this splendid instrument, appear 
like herds of elephants. Fluids are shown to 
be teeming with population. Life seems busy 
among those substancesin which the eye, un- 
aided by artificial assistance, could detect no 
symptom of animated existence. Earth, air 
‘and water, seein filled with minute beings, and 
swarming with insects, hostsof whose pre- 
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sence oy alisence the unassisted sight takes na 


note. ‘The common articles of food seem an- | 

















imated, and the observer discovers, with some 
surprise, that at each meal, he may have des- 
troyed his thousands, like Sampson, an ill-na- 
tured enemy might perhaps add, with the same 
weapon. The comparison of the finest faby 
rics, with threads like cables, and the rough- 
est workmanship of nature, is far from com- 
plimentary to human skill. The organizatioti 
of plants and insects, and the process of crys- 
tilization, ate shown with a distinctness and 
elegance which cannot be rivalled in any other 
mode of display. More instruction and grati- 
fication may be derived from review, than wit- 
nessing the grimaces of all the monkeys, or the 
tricks of all the mountebanks that ever gather- 
ed idle crowds round them.—WV. Aigis. 
TEE “ero 

The Inquisition in 1820.—The following 

fact shows that the inquisitors of our days do 








| not fall below the standard of those who fol- 


lowed the frantic ‘Torquemada.—***** wag 
present when the Inquisition was thrown open, 
in 1820, by order of the Cortes of Madrid.— 
Twenty-one prisoners were found in it not one 
of whom knew the name of the city in which 
he was. Some had been contined 3 years, 
some alonger period; not one of them knew 
perfectly the nature of the crime of which he 
was accused. One of these prisoners had 
been condemned, and was to have suffered on 
the following day. His punishment was to 
Be death by the pendulum. The method of 
thus destroying the victim, is as follows :—The 
condemned is fasiened in a groove upon a 
table, on his back ; suspended above him is 
a pendulum, the edge of whieh is sharp, and 
so constructed as to become longer with every 
movement. ‘I'he wretch sees this implement 
of destruction swinging to and fro above him, 
and every moment the keen edge approaching 
nearer and nearer: at length it cuts the skin 
of his nose, and gradually cuts on till life is 
éxtinct.. It may be doubted if the holy office 
in its merey ever invented a more humane and 
rapid method of exterminating heresy or of in- 
suring confiscation. This, let it be remembered, 
was a punishment of the secret tribunal, A. 
D. 1820. 
| eeeieiiiietitinata nail 
INFANT INNOCENCE. 

“ Youth has a sprightliness and fire to boast, 

That in the valley of decline are lost ; 

And virtue with peculiar charms appears, 

Crown’d with the garland of life’s blooming years.” 

How calm and peaceful are the slumbers of 
infant years! How insensible to the cares, 
unconcious to the troubles which those of 
elder age are doomed to endure! ‘That babe 
‘on Whom my eye now rests, thinks not of fu- 
ture times, when care and trouble will as sure- 
ly haunt his path as life is prolonged; and 
when they will often indulge the wish that 
heaven had never permitted him to live be- 
yond the days of infancy. He imagines not 
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how many bitter pangs will assail him, how 
many crosses he will meet with, how much 
fatigue he will be called on to suffer, before he 
quits this state of being for one more pure and 
happy. 

It fills me ofien with regret to see the days 
of infant innocence emerge in those of riper 
years- to view the lovelmess, affection and 
beauty of youth, lose themselves in the dark 
ness, coldness, and formality of manhood. — 
I: gneves me to think of such a wreck of 
charms—of stich a transformation of manners 
and feeling—of such a change of quietude 
and peace - for the bustle, and care, and anx- 
iety of the world. It seems cruel that we 
should lose a happy state of insensibility, to 
obtain one of knowledge, that can add nothing 
toour temporal happiness, and only make us 
feel of how little value is life, separate from 
the consideration that it is given as to prepare 
for the enjoyment of eternity. 

‘PPT raE. 
FRIENDSHIP. 

That Friendship may be at once fond and 
lasting, there must not only be equal virtue on 
each part, but virtue of the same kind; not 
only the same end must be proposed, but the 
same means must be approved by both. We 
are often, by superficial accomplishment and 
accidental endearments, induced to iove those 
whom we cannot esteem; we are sometimes, 
by great abilities, and incontestible evidences 
of virtue compelled to esteem those whom 
we cannot love. But friendship, compounded 
of esteem and love, derives from one its ten- 
derness, and its permanence from the other ; 
and therefore requires not only that its candi 
dates should gain the judgmeut, but that they 
should attract the affections ; that they should 
not only be firm in the day of distress, but 
gay in the honr of jolity ; not only useful in 
exigencies, but pleasing in familiar life ; their 
presence should give cheerfulness as well as 
courage, and dispel alike the gleom of fear 
and of melancholy. 

SL cmiatenall 


CHARITY. 

This virtue is one of the noblest graces 
that adorns the mind of man. It shone pre- 
eminently in the works of the Immaculate Son 
of God, while on earth. A man devoid of this 
God like principle, cannot enjoy the blessings 
of the gospel; for the gospel requires us to 
love God supremely, and to practice good 
works, to open the hand of charity to the 
— — distressed, to soothe the sorrows, 
and administer comfort to the des i 
sid of man. Eiht 

hat heavenly feelings are enkindled in 
our bosoms, while seslienine the duty this 
noble virtue has inspired us with. To a man 
possessed of these feelings, how superlatively 
reat will the female appear, endowed with 
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feelings corresponding with his own ; she will 
appear to him like an angel of pity, pouring 
the oil of joy into the Jacerated bosoms of her 
fellow creatures 

They wil! enjoy ail the happiness, that can 
possibly fall to the lot of mortals, their aspira- 
tions fur the happiness of their fellow creatures 
will be borne on the wings of raptured speed, 
to the throne of the Almighty, and all their 
charitable deeds registered by the pen of the 
recording angel.— Caristian Telescupe. 

; —_—_—_ | 
BENEVOLENCE., 

While preparations were making a short 
time since, at one of the publick houses in a 
neighbouring town. for the disposal of piece 
of property under the hammer for the payment 
of a small tax, a stranger stepped out of the 
stage which drove up at that instant, and 
hearing the tale of wo as told by the wile of 
the delinquent, (who through his intemperate 
habits had long since ceased to provide for his 
family,) whispered in the ear of the officer, 
and on learning the relation of the poor woman 
to be trae; generously slipped the amount of 
tax into the officer’s hand, with a direct refu- 
sal to give his name. Such acts 6f benevo- 
lence need no comment; they carry their 
reward with them. The gratitude of the poor 
woman was expressed in a flood of tears after 
the departure of the geverous stranger,—Jb. 

OER 0 ae 





There is a fine collection of Egyptian an- 
tiquities at Leghorn, sent thither by M. D’An. 
asty, the Swedish and Norwegian Consul at 
Alexandria. The manuscripts on papyrus 
are 126 innumber. One of them, in partica 
ular, is exceeding interesting. Itisin Greek, 
and is a treaties on metalic chemistry; con- 
taining nearly a hundred receipts for purifying 
or combining various metals. ‘This collection 
also comprises about three hundred articles in 
gold and silver; comprehending necklaces, 
bracelets, ear rings, small figures, amulets, and 
otherornaments. Among themare three large 
and beautiful bracelets ; one of which, in per- 
fect preservation, belonging to King Touth- 
mosis the third, the fifth Sovereign of the 18th 
Dynasty, called by the Greeks, Mooris. <A- 


in number, is one of a large size, rendered 
very remarkable by the inscription upon it 
which refers to the marriage of Amenophis 
the Third, the eighth of the 18th Dynasty with 
Queen Taia. There are also some bas-relie. 
vos in stone, admirably finished. 

Soa 


Anthracite Coal from Poughkeepsie.—W 
have been informed that at the tan mest of 
the Lyceum of Nat. History, Professor Barnes 
presented some specimens of anthracite coal, 








said to have been obtained in the slate rock 


' hear Poughkeepsie. Professor Torrey, Major 





mong the scarahaei, which are abouta thousand: 
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elafield, and other mineralogists who were 
present had no doubt that the specimens pre- 
sented were accompanicd and united with 
athracite coal. ‘he coal was disseminated thro’ 
quartze, and attached to the surface or fiortion 
of shale, (clay slate) in small granclar masses. 
One of the accompauying specimens was a 
piece of argiliaceous schietus containing pyr- 
ites. —Juur. of Com 

Ces 


Tue Horranp Company axp Tae Serriers. 
It is with pritle and pleasure that we now ad- 
vert to this subject. It is an old one with us, 
and has been upperinost in our views and feel 
ings during the whele struggle. li possessed 
incre geal interest and importance, to the people 
of these counties, than any other, We have a 
right to feel both pleasure and pride at the 
happy termination of so momentous a contest. 


It is happily terminated, in. every respect. | 


All the alleviations and ameliorations which 
were suggested, have «been obtained; and 
along with them, an appointment inthe Local 
Agency, more entirely unexceptionable and 
satisfactory, than any other that could have 
been inade. ‘There is nothing now left, even 
to grumble about.—Bor.viu People's Press. 

: Le chtaciate) 


Miller, the murderer of Ackerman, was on 
Thursday morning, sentenced to be bung on 
the 20ih day of January next. 


weil u 
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i> We have published in this and the preceding 
nuujbers, the well-written remarks of Br. Pitt Morse 
on the subject of a Convention, and fecl assured that 
the candid manner in wiiich he has treated it will iu- 
sure his arguments ali that attention which the subject 
demands. fe has happily kept himself aioof from the 
minister-conyention, and is entitled, on that account if 
no other, to our respect. Iu tine introductio:. to his first 
article he hiats that he bad made outa refutation of 
our objections to the convention; but really, if he has 
he must have refuted himself w!so ; for we have re- 


burt, Mr. Lurarr Tucker, one ofthe Editors of ‘the 
Rochester, N. Y¥, Duily Adv., to Miss Naomi Spar- 
HAWK. 





Bortick Departine nt. 
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[The fcllowing simple and tonchine stanzas, 


L from 
the pen of Mrs. Muzzy, (one of the leading contribu- 
tors to the PurabDeLrpata ALBUM, ) will be found 


, 
perhaps, as interesting to most of onr readers, as if they 
had been penuedin a more lofty and less intelligible 
: 
style. | 
I saw the infant at his mother’s knee, 
Tis chubby arms crossed on his iittle breast, 
Ifis pouting lips repressing childish etee ; 
With meek low toue his lisping praye: ssed 
To that good God who shielded 
Guarded his steps, his dittie wa 
Watched his soft slumber 
And gave him sheiter, foo:', « 


rom harm ; 
plied, 

» mother’s arm, 
else beside, 


I saw him rove the 
His schooi-day tasks ,ded tor awhile; 
The soui’s puresans! »cuildhoud's harmless lee, 
Shkone in his eye, ari : evelled in his smile ! “i 


ows, Wildly free, 


I saw himn enter, where the villave throng, 
Warn‘d by the bel’s lov’d summons, meet in prayer, 
With giow:ng heart he joins the sacred song— 

With holy reverence, hears the precept there. 


I saw a change—the sabbath day arrives— 
But not for him to seek the honse of prayer; 

“ He doubts there is a God ~~ —and doubting, lives 
The worthless object of His gracious eare f 





peatedly expressed and long eutertained views not at | 


al] dissimilar to his own! In closing our columns against 
all controversy on the subject of the convention, we 


would be understood to make an exception in favour o/ | 


candid arguments on both sides. We have a weil 
written article on hand {furnished by our highly 
teemed Br. Flagler, which, inasmuch as it co ; a 
faithful narrative of facts relative to the couw/cution of 
‘+ ministers exclusively,” may. be usefui to our readers. 
As he has been carefui to avoid personalities, we may 
publish it in our next volume. So far as regards the 
plan proposed.by Br. Morse, we have only'to say, that 
from a very extensive acquaintance with the feelings 
and views of our brethren we are induced to think that 
whenever they can be assured that the old convention 
is “* dead”—that is to say, when it can no longer, * ad- 
journ”—they will be willing to adopt any measure cal- 
culated to unite all hearts. But until they can be sat- 
isfied that the crysalis of the old convention will not 
give birth to a thing of the same kind, we “ predict” 


they will oppose any convention. Ep. 
—_— 
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In Hatfield, Mass. on the 29th ult. by Rev. Mr. Wa- 
terbury, Mr. Leanper Mraicn, of Amherst, Mass. 
to Miss Hanwan Etvina Morton. ‘ 
In Rochester, Vt. on the 19th ult. by Rey. Mr. Hurl- 


Still he could blush, and when the tearful eye 
Of love, was fixed upon his alter’d cheek— ~ 
Conscience, not wholly stifled, heaved u sigh, 
Her voice he drown’d in reasonings, bright tho’ weak. 


A fearful change—with converse rude and wild, 
In boisterous mirth he spends those sacred days ! 

O’er midnight caps that holy name reviled, 
Which oft his infant lips invoked in praise. 


The last sad change—upon his dying bed, 
Convulsed with fearful pains I saw him lie, 

“ There is.no God!” the unbeliever said— 
« There is no God! or whata wretch am /,” 


? Twas vain—the vile assertion was in vain! 
Conviction came, uo reasoning could control ; 

Their isa God ! flash’d thro’ his burning brain ! 
« There is a God !” struck on his parting soul, 
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